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Applicants submit this statement in accordance with their duty of disclosure under 37 
CFR 1.56 and 1.97-1.98. The submission made herewith is in no way intended as an 
admission that the cited items constitute material prior art or otherwise would render the claims 
unpatentable in any way. The submission also is in no way intended to substitute for the 
Examiner's own independent investigation. 

Copies of cited U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications have not been 
provided due to the waiver of the requirement under 37 CFR 1 .98 (a)(2)(i). Applicants 
respectfully solicit the Examiner's consideration of the cited references and entry thereof into 
the record of this application. 
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